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''lL was one of the besr vicarions I Iil€
eler spent. The hvo weeks .just ner b) and
rhe learnine gained hrs helped me in nl
.clationships $ith horsc\ as well as Foplc.'
commenls Cori.ne Johnvn. Therapeuric
Hor\ebdck Riding Prograh Adri*r) Bo[d
Den$er. of bei Iwo ileek vacalor at tbe
Equine Research Fourdadon (ERF). 'I
leamed lbour rhe mird and spifil of thc ho6e.
rirher rhdn just the phy\ic{l machinrionr
people pur lhen rhiough.'

Thar is wh people cone ro do rL the
Fqu n. Reseirch Foundarion.localed in $e
co!{rl hills of Notlhem Californi! s -{plos.
Tne purporc ofrhis nonprcnt orylnizrtion ls
k) rdrtuce tnonledge lboul cquinc lclrnine
abiliries and. rhereb),, iinprcve thehumlnl
hoAe rel.rionsllip as wellas lhe cxre a.d
$cllbein! of ho6es. Hoseenthnsiasls lr.vel
lionr lll around lhe world ro alterd one rveek
dnd two sc.k le! lng and ridiry racatio.s or
intemships lasting liom onc to fircc months.

Panicipanls do rt all a11he ERF ruch.
ln thi\ one{f-tr-kind adventure (i. pat,lax
deducrible) $el r$isr Fith noninlrsive
cognition and learnlng research during parL
ofthe day The resI of e lime is spent

imneFed lnhards on ho$ephy. dunng
rhich panlciprnrs ledn and impole
rhcif skills iu ho$c rairlnS. handling. rnd
bonding \'lethod\ bascdon ERFdiscoveries.
rwa.ene\s olthe equine nrind- lcanrine
Lheor). naluful hoseDdship, and po\iti!c
einforcemerl are {sed to buiLdrelrtnnrships
anazlngly stro.g nr mn.nd understodnrg.

The ERF expederce hade ne.erli/e
tbat s,c do not girc thcsc anlm.ls a.y or
cnough ofthc righr'rrlinin8 time to deal
$ith thc challcngcs and obsucles $e pla.e
before lhe .'srys Robyn Reynold\- nlo
\reek vacarion paaiciprnl liom Australia. ln
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& Ridins uacations f01ll0lsc$ and Humans

l)a,licular rvher in the saddle. hrnans .e so
quicl to punisbthem when ivhat the,v need is
r trliningproerunr lhar ackno\ledges thelr
mentJ {biln} dd hov thcyprcce$ srimuli
orrntbnnaLnnr. lso weelier Rcbccca Rljlin
coNurs. *ll absolrlell.hrnged hy perceptron
ofhoNes lod mlde my love for theni nore

Puliclpanls arlle ilith all sorts of
diftc,lnr goa\. SoDe come ibr Fserrch
erpe,iencc lnd \ch@l crcdir: othcs tbf
lrainr.! inst.uctnnr a.d .iding; othcr just
senl lohrve fnn. Allshare the desire 10
become bener$irh ho6es. Prograns are
baloced behleen developing hnmrn/hose
rchllonships onthe Srourd futd rldinS on
lhe Montcr!! Bat bctrchc\- mountain toil5.
lhtuugh the redNood\ and vinerard. r\ \cll a\
inrhe.reia io l lo\ ing. lLr l l  d i )  o ihoFe.

fdr.rr.'pinr retun ro a ne\l\ reno\.lerlr.d;ll
h.u\c.er i ' r  rhe nrLdn oi i  r ine\r fd o rel i \
on rhe dcc\  r r \cr loohns rh.  \ ! l l . t  . r : i  ro.
r r\ln in rhc 

'lNn 
or heJJ rntl ne!.h\ r:r)n

Io\n\ ntr a. c\cnrn! ol ii!h6cer.! rn\l

I.rne io rhe Lquine Relear.h
lourdarnrn because I s imed ro lno\ nore
abour hoN ho6es lhink and leam .nd ro gair
nnnc expedence in rcsearch. I canie a{!y
l.onr thc pfo8tum *ith notonl) ! beftef
under\tanding ofho* hoNcs think andlcam
bul hoe I cr chmge thc wly I thrnk nr order
to imp.ole Lhc reldli()n\hipbetwee. ml hor\e
and I . 'sr l \  KaiSfr i rh,  L i ( l  Dal i \  \ tudenr.
ofher dtoirh long imemship. \'ll Line rr
thc lRF 8N.e ne valu.ble iosighrs i.to the
nnrd ofthe ho$c This say oflhirkine
ha\ changcd rhc Na) I $o|k lith m) own
horse andho* I thint abour thc horsc-human
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